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In 2014 the Smithfield Town Council voted to reintroduce Longleaf Pine 
to this area in keeping with its commitment to preserve and protect 
our town’s heritage and history for present and future generations.
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At their request an 
initial three acres at the 

southern end of WCP 
were set aside as a 

Longleaf Pine forest. 
What better way than 
to plant an iconic tree 

species that may live to 
over 300 years and is 
historically significant.
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This was a start to introduce a new ecological environment into WCP as well 
as sequester many tons of carbon thus helping to mitigate the effects of 

climate change.
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The first major planting for this tree species in WCP was a collaboration between the 
Virginia Master Naturalist Historic Southside Chapter and the WCP Foundation 

supported by many community-minded individuals. 
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In spite of a cold windy December 2019 day this happy group planted 104 one-
year Longleaf Pines provided at no cost to the town by the VA Department of 

Forestry at the request of The Nature Conservancy.
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An additional 600 LL pine seedlings were added to this 
area and were planted in scarfed, contoured rows. 
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In the initial phase of its establishment this area is 
intentionally left to take its natural course of growth.  
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When the 
seedlings  reach a 

fire-resistant 
state, prescribed 

burns will be 
conducted to 
remove the 

undergrowth.  

Over time these periodic burns will help create an environment that favors LL 
Pine over competitors and encourages the return of the native flora 

associated with this kind of forest.  
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Three years later 
eight acres 

adjacent to the 
original plot was 
earmarked for 
additional LL 
pine planting. 
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So, in December 2022 over 3000 more longleaf pine plants 
were planted in the park. 
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The plants were donated by the VA Department of Forestry and 
VA Department of Conservation and Recreation. 

Over 60 volunteers from the community put them in the ground.   
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The compact clay soil and damp, 
cold conditions were challenges.
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The tap roots had to be freed 
and directed downwards.
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But the dedicated volunteers persevered.
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They were happy to contribute 
to the worthwhile project.
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As this Longleaf Pine 
forest establishes 
itself, it will be a 
good example of 

what a Longleaf Pine 
forest looks like and 

will demonstrate 
what is needed to 

maintain it. 

In doing so landowners 
who plant pine forests 

will be better informed as 
they select the type of 

pine for their lands.
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Recognizing this plot provides an excellent LL Pine educational site in the park, 
in 2020 the Windsor Castle Park Foundation approved a plan to enhance the 

public’s enjoyment and understanding of this iconic pine species. 

Conceptual drawing by 
Community Design Assistance Center



When developed, visitors will not only learn of the importance of LL pine but also be 
reminded of how to incorporate best management practices into development of 

public areas. Permeable crushed stone walking trails and combined trash and 
recycling receptacles will be used for their environmentally friendly approach.

Conceptual design by 
Community Design Assistance Center



The contoured planting approach also 
will help visitors recognize the value of 
considering the lay of the land when 

planting in their home areas. Stopping 
the rapid loss of water from a plot can 

be achieved rather easily.  
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Two other plots in the 
park demonstrate 

other aspects of the 
Longleaf Pine. 
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One plot is located along Jericho Road 
directly in front of the planted LL Pine 

forest. Forty-seven Longleaf Pines 
have been planted in three parallel 

rows to demonstrate how impressive 
they appear in this kind of formation. 

This display is intended to 
encourage those planting trees 
alongside rural driveways or 
county roads to incorporate 
Longleaf Pines.



A third area near the dog park describes the 
history and importance of LL Pine in Virginia. 
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The explanatory sign traces its foundational role in the early shipbuilding 
industry and in fostering a unique ecosystem in and under its canopy.



Click here to read this 
information. LL Pine
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https://www.natureinwindsorcastlepark.com/longleaf-pines.html


Follow the link below to understand how useful the Longleaf Pine was to Naval 
Stores resulting in the pillaging of these pines in colonial America and the (almost) 

extinction of this species in Virginia. LL Pine/naval history

Picture Reference

https://www.nps.gov/mocr/learn/historyculture/upload/Naval-Stores.pdf
https://foresthistory.org/envira/naval-stores-industry-photograph-collection/


Besides providing 
the materials for an 

early thriving 
industry, LL Pine 

forests support an 
unusually rich and 
plentiful array of 

plant and animal life. 

The endangered Red-
cockaded Woodpecker 
prefers old growth pine 
forests like that of 
Longleaf Pines.  

Picture Reference

Pic reference @Julio Mulero

https://www.google.com/search?q=longleaf+pine+forests+habitat&sxsrf=ALeKk03L-f3VrD7O4ePvJ7F0xxSJlJSK-Q:1625684923805&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjemZmj1NHxAhVEl2oFHe7NBtkQ_AUoAnoECAIQBA&biw=1034&bih=464&dpr=1.63#imgrc=KtgaCRVBEbw1LM
https://www.americanforests.org/blog/history-of-the-longleaf-pine/


Consider whether you can add Longleaf Pines 
to your property, whether it is one or two 
plants or more. For further information 
contact the Va. Department of Forestry at 
www.dof.virginia.gov or Garland Gray Forestry 
Center in Courtland, Va. 

In doing so you will help to bring back one 
of the most important native plants on the 

east coast and beyond.
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http://www.dof.virginia.gov/

